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How great, my lords, would be the disappointment of
the people, that unhappy people which has boon long ne-
glected and oppressed, which so justly detests the minister,
and calls so loudly for vengeance, when they shall see
their defenders remit the vigour of the pursuit, when once
the minister flies before them, and instead of driving* him
into exile, contend about his places !

Unhappy then surely, my lords, would the nation bo :
the administration, we are told, is already universally ab-
horred, and its hope is only in the opposition ; but should
the zeal of the patriots once grow cold, should they dis-
cover to the publick, that they have been labouring not for
general liberty, but for private advantage ; that thoy were
enemies to power only because it was not in their hands ;
and disapproved the measures of the government only bo-
cause they were not consulted ; how inevitably must tlus
people then sink into despair; how certain must thoy then
imagine their destruction'!

It seems, therefore, my lords, equally prudent and just
to reject this motion, till better proof shall be brought to
support it; lest, by complying with it, we should heighten
rather than appease the discontent of the people; last we
should too soon deprive them of their only consolation, and
expose the patriots to censure, without vindicating the
ministry.

In my opinion, my lords, all who have approved the
conduct of the present ministry, must necessarily join in
rejecting the motion, as cruel and unequitable, and incline
to support a just, and continue a wise administration; and
all those whom the restless clamours of the opposite party
have persuaded to regard them as arbitrary, corrupt, and
perfidious, must, if they are true friends to their country,
and steady exacters of justice, resolve to defer their com-
pliance, in order to bring to light the evidences necessary
for a legal conviction, and severer punishment

That these evidences will never be found, and tirnt,
therefore, no legal punishment will ever be inflicted, wo
may reasonably collect from the injustice of the laboured
charge which your lordships have now hoard; a charge